
FAQ: FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
General Questions 
What is foreign assistance, and why does it matter?
Foreign assistance is how the U.S. supports children and families worldwide to survive, grow, and learn. It includes humanitarian 
aid (responding to crises) and development assistance (helping families become self-reliant). SCAN advocates for strong U.S. 
leadership in providing effective foreign assistance that prioritizes children’s health, nutrition, protection, and education.

How Does Foreign Assistance Work?
U.S. foreign assistance is funding provided by the federal government to support global development, humanitarian aid, 
and economic and security programs in countries around the world. This assistance is often delivered through trusted 
partners—like nonprofit organizations, U.S.-based contractors, and international agencies—that work directly with 
communities to improve health, education, food security, and resilience. A small portion of the U.S. federal budget—less than 
1%—goes toward this aid, but it has a big impact: helping children access nutritious food, ensuring safe learning spaces, and 
strengthening communities so they can thrive.

Why Spend Money on Foreign Assistance When People in the U.S. Need Help?
Foreign assistance represents less than 1% of the U.S. federal budget and is designed to address global challenges that, 
if left unaddressed, can have broader economic and security impacts—including on the United States. Investments in 
international development and humanitarian aid support global stability, strengthen health systems, improve food security, 
and reduce the likelihood of conflict and displacement. These programs are a tool of U.S. foreign policy and economic 
strategy, contributing to global markets, public health, and national security. Addressing needs abroad can reduce long-term 
costs and risks, while complementing domestic efforts to support communities in the United States.

Why should the U.S. invest in foreign aid?
Foreign aid is an expression of American values and a cost-effective way to promote global stability and economic 
prosperity. It helps prevent conflicts, combats diseases before they reach our borders, and strengthens international 
partnerships—all while saving lives.

Does foreign assistance actually work?
Yes. For example, across countries where the U.S. has prioritized health assistance, there has been a 55% drop in child 
deaths and 42% fewer maternal deaths since 2000. Programs funded by US foreign assistance have helped communities 
rebuild after crises and achieve long-term stability.

Humanitarian Assistance
What is humanitarian assistance?
Humanitarian aid provides immediate relief to people affected by conflict, natural disasters, or food crises. It funds 
emergency food, medical care, shelter, and child protection services.

Why is humanitarian aid critical?IVE PRIORITIES
•	 Sudan: Millions of people have been forced to flee their homes due to conflict.
•	 Somalia: Years of drought have left farmers without food or income.
•	 Natural Disasters: Quick U.S. aid responses save lives and help families rebuild. 

How does the U.S. lead in humanitarian response?
The U.S. funds organizations like Save the Children to respond quickly when disasters strike. SCAN supports robust 
humanitarian funding so children and families can receive lifesaving aid without delays. 



Development Assistance 
What is development assistance?
Development aid helps families over time by supporting: 

•	 Food Security—ensuring families can grow or buy enough food.
•	 Education—sending kids, especially girls, to school.
•	 Health care—making sure moms and babies receive proper 

medical care.

Why is U.S. development aid important?
•	 It reduces malnutrition, which keeps kids from reaching 

their potential.
•	 It strengthens global markets, creating economic opportunities 

for the U.S.
•	 It helps prevent future crises, reducing the need for costly 

emergency responses.

How does the U.S. benefit from foreign aid?IVE PRIORITIES
•	 Stronger economies abroad create more trade partners for U.S. businesses.
•	 Healthier, prosperous nations are more stable and peaceful, reducing global security threats.
•	 Fewer refugees and displaced populations, as aid helps communities remain self-sufficient.

Foreign Assistance & National Security 
How does foreign assistance make the U.S. safer?
U.S. aid prevents conflicts before they start, reducing the need for military intervene.

How does foreign aid protect U.S. economic interests?IVE PRIORITIES
•	 It reduces malnutrition, which keeps kids from reaching their potential.
•	 It strengthens global markets, creating economic opportunities for the U.S.
•	 It helps prevent future crises, reducing the need for costly emergency responses.

SCAN’s Foreign Assistance Campaign Asks  
What is SCAN advocating for?

	; Lead the world in providing effective foreign assistance that helps children thrive.
	; Prioritize children in funding decisions.
	; Support humanitarian funding that allows for quick emergency response.
	; Invest in development assistance that helps families become self-sufficient.

How to Get Involved

SCAN TO TAKE ACTION TODAY!

How can I support SCAN’s foreign assistance advocacy?
SCAN calls on U.S. policymakers to:

•	 Sign petitions urging lawmakers to protect U.S. foreign aid funding.
•	 Contact Congress to advocate for global child nutrition and education programs.
•	 Join SCAN’s grassroots network to amplify the call for international child-

focused policies.

Why does my advocacy matter?
Millions of Americans support international child-focused programs, but we need our 
government to be a leader. Foreign assistance is a bipartisan issue, and your voice can 
help ensure children worldwide receive the support they need.


